
Broads Authority

Standards Committee

Minutes of the meeting held on 8 August 2007

Present:

Mr M Cook (in the Chair)

Mr D Ayre




Mr N Hancox




Mr S Revell




Ms R Varma

In Attendance:
Mr R Haworth – Head of Administration and Committee Services

Mr R G Holman – Director of Corporate Services   

Mr K R Hounsome – Solicitor and Monitoring Officer

31
Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence were received from Mr A S Mallett.

32
Minutes


The minutes of the meeting held on 6 June 2007 were confirmed as a correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
33
Points of Information arising from the Minutes

(1)
Minute 25 (1): Councillor Involvement in Planning Decisions 

The Solicitor and Monitoring Officer confirmed that a report would be considered by the Planning Committee at its meeting on 17 August 2007. It would set out the main conclusions and recommendations of the report issued by the Department for Communities and Local Government into planning decisions.  The report would also set out the main conclusions of the Planning and Standards Committee Working Group which had met on 24 April 2007 to consider the guidelines issued by the Government.

The Committee would be asked to accept the conclusions of the working group, the proposed amendments to the Code of Conduct for Members on Planning Committee and Officers and amendments to the Committee’s site visits procedures.

(2)
Review of the Code of Conduct 

The Solicitor and Monitoring Officer confirmed that members of the Authority would receive at least one hour’s training in the new code of conduct on the morning of the Authority meeting on 28 September 2007.  Members of the Navigation Committee would receive training immediately before its first full meeting after that date which would be on 25 October 2007. Any members not covered by the above would be given one to one training.  He confirmed that training for members of the Broads Forum was not necessary.

34
Declarations of Interest

There were no declarations of interest. 

35
The Code of Conduct: Training Material: Draft Guide to the Members Code of Conduct
The meeting considered a report by the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer together with the draft guide to the members Code of Conduct which would be used for training seminars in September and October 2007. 

He confirmed that the Standards Committee’s detailed consideration of the draft code would constitute the necessary training for its independent members. 

The Committee went through the draft guide in detail and agreed a number of amendments. 

RESOLVED

that the Guide to the Members Code of Conduct, as amended, be approved for training purposes.

36
Register of Interests Form

The Committee considered a report by the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer together with a draft Register of Interests form.

The members went through the Register of Interests Form and agreed a number of amendments. The possibility of producing a version for members to fill in electronically was discussed and it was agreed that the Head of Administration and Committee Services would investigate this in greater detail.

RESOLVED

(i)
that the revised Register of Interests Form, as amended, be adopted; and

(ii)
that the Head of Administration and Committee Services investigate further the possibility of the form being produced in such a way as to enable members to complete it electronically. 

37
Standards Board Road Show

The Committee considered a report by the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer highlighting a number of issues raised at the Standards Board Road Show held in Norwich on 27 June 2007. 

The main issue which could have ramifications for the Authority concerned the process for considering complaints which will in future be directed to the relevant Standards Committee rather than the Standards Board.  

It appeared that there would need to be a procedure whereby the complaint was initially considered by a small sub-committee of the Standards Committee in order to decide whether, in effect, there was a case to answer.  This raised the issue of whether those members who had taken part in that part of the process could then be involved in hearing the complaint.  If this was the Standards Board advice then for small authorities there might be a need to consider joint arrangements with the Standards Committees of other authorities.  In addition, smaller authorities would need to consider joint arrangements with other officers to carry out investigations. 

RESOLVED

to note the report and to request the Solicitor and Monitoring Officer to keep members informed of any developments with regard to the issue of consideration of local complaints.

38
Standards Committee Members Attendance at Broads Authority Meetings


The Chairman reported that between them members of the Standards Committee had attended a good number of meetings of the Authority and its Committees.  He wondered if the system needed to be formalised in any way.


Members agreed that the informal system had worked well with the Chairman co-ordinating attendance.  This should continue with any member intending to attend a meeting in their capacity as a Standards Committee member informing the Chairman in advance. He would inform the other members accordingly.

39
Date of Next Meeting

The next scheduled meeting of the Committee was timetabled for 3 October 2007. The Solicitor and Monitoring Officer advised that it was unlikely that there would be any business to consider then and that consequently the meeting would probably be rearranged to a later date. Members would be consulted over any revised date.

The meeting concluded at 4.30pm

Chairman
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